WOMAN, aged 26. Disappearance of the subcutaneous fat from all parts of the body above the pelvic region. The intra-orbital and mammary fat is retained. The fat began to disappear from the face when the patient was aged about 6, and since then the process of absorption appears to have spread downwards at the rate of about an inch yearly The lesion is presumably of a " trophic " nature.
last six years it had spread about 6 in. The skin itself was well nourished, and the disappearance of fat seemed to be limited to the subcutaneous region; the orbital and intermammary fat was not affected. The hair in all the ordinary situations was abundant. Tests revealed no difference between the secretion of the sudoriferous glands in the affected and unaffected areas. The sebaceous secretion, however, was very active, and the mother said the odour from her was unpleasant; no other member of the family had it. The skin over the affected area was very greasy. Was it possible that the subcutaneous fat was being worked off by the sebaceous glands? He did not know that physiologists had discovered any trophic nerves for the sebaceous glands, but that these glands were under the control of the nervous system he did not doubt. He had observed the occurrence of a sudden greasiness of the skin in connexion with nerve storms.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBEh said he had, in 1911, seen a similar condition to that of Dr. Campbell's patient in an unmarried Jewish lady, aged 27, who suffered from progressive atrophy of subcutaneous fat, decidedly less marked in the lower extremities than in the parts above the pelvis. As in Dr. Campbell's patient, the fat of the orbits and breasts had hitherto escaped absorption. However, in the similar case of a woman, aged 21, described and illustrated by Dr. Eugen Holla.nder, of Berlin,' the intra-orbital fat appeared likewise to have been I Muich. q7ted. 1Vochenschr., 1910 1Vochenschr., , lvii, p. 1794 at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from diminished, so that the patient had a peculiarly cadaverous expression. Cases of the kind were probably not quite so rare as had been supposed, though Dr. Campbell's case, when he first recorded it,' was possibly the first one to be described. In a discussion at the Paris Societe de Neurologie (July 11, 1912), Pierre Marie said that he thought "it was not rare to see females in whom the upper part of the body was emaciated in comparison to the lower-limbs.*" Perhaps the condition might be regarded as a peculiar variety of emaciation, occurring in young women, and in some way dependent on the nervous system. Two Sisters presenting a similar Right-sided Hemiparesis and Stunting of Growth dating from Birth.
By JAMES COLLIER, M.D.
M. S., AGED 14, and W. S., aged 12. The two patients are the two youngest children of a family of ten, and they both show an asymmetry of the two sides of the body, the right limbs and, to a less extent, the right side of the face being smaller and weaker than the left.
The family history on the mother's side is negative. On the father's side there is a statement that two paternal aunts of the father were paralysed on one side and walked " bent over," and also that a sister of the father had some affection of the spine. All these relatives are dead and no more definite information was obtained. Of the ten children in the family to which the patients belong, one a girl, the third child, died at the age of 51 months of whooping-cough, and there is a vague statement that the doctor at the time said she " would be a cripple" if she lived. None of the other children, six boys and one girl, show any abnormality similar to that of the two patients presented.
The history of the two patients is very similar. Both were born at full term, and labour was normal and non-instrumental. Both were healthy as babies and neither has had any severe illness. Both were backward in learning to walk, and, when they did walk, walked on the toes of the right foot. Both, at the age -of 5 or 6, were taken to a children's hospital and had an operation done (evidently a tenotomy of the right tendo Achillis), since which they have walked better. Both have had defective eyesight and have worn glasses for several years. Both use their right hands very little, although one, the younger, has been taught at school"to write a little with her right hand.
